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Sa register of many singular and 

striking scenes and phaenomena,these 
volumes may be consulted, if not with 
profound instruction, yet with profit and 
entertainment. 

M. Derrpine has allotted the conclud- 
ing chapter to rational explanations of 
pretended wonders and supernatural ap- 0 
pearances : but the immediate causes of 
most of them are too obvious to have 
required any formal solution. 

“Phe vaults of the Franciscan and 
Dominican monks of Toulouse were for- 
merly regarded as a wonder, and alniost 
asa miracle, E wery traveller went to vi- 
sit, with sacred horror, the corpses which 
were there exhibited as the well-preserv- 
ed relics of another age; and they came 
away with the persuasion of having seen 
excavations which repelled corruption 
from human bodies. "Phis error long 
maintained its ground, from respect to 
the situation: but physical and chemical 
science has at leagth betrayed it to the 
public, These objects, which I admit to 
be objects of great curiosity, were taken 
from the graves of the church and the 
cloisters of the convents in which they 
bad been buried: where the lime, slak- 
ed during the biilding of the churches, 
had acted on them to such a degree as to 
deprive them of all their volatile particles, 
and to reduce a body of a hundred and 
filty pounds vy weight to twelve pounds. 
M. de Puymarin, Ho weighed many of 
them, found none exceeding | that amnounts 
sv that a hundred and thirty eight pounds 
had disappeared, without depriving the 
body of its form, leaving dust impressed 
with the human figure : and the brain 
was reduced to a powder, like saw-dust, 
-—a singular transformation of the once 
thinking. part of these bodies. ‘The coun- 
tenance, however, still preserves all its 
characteristic Gries On several, the 
expressions of the p assions is visibly de- 
pieted ; while on others the contraction 
of the miaeeles eshibits a bideous grin, 
Munpertias, in the last year of his life, 
often visited these vaults, as if to court 
familiarity with death; and he alleged 
that these mummies were appareutly 


laughing at the living. A physician, at- 
tracted by curiosity, was so suddenly al- 
fected with the sight of the body and 
countenance of his father, who had died 
thirty years before, that he almost expired 
on the spot: which recalls to my recol- 
lection an anecdote that 1 unce read in an 

old manuseript beionging to the Parisian 
library. Asa party of Gray Friars of 
Toulouse were talking about ghosts and 
the spirits of the departed, one of their 
number boldly assured them that he 
would forthwith go down without a 
light, into the vaults in which the dead 
bodies were kept. It was agreed that he 
should make the experiment; and down 
he went, with a knife, which he promis- 
ed to fix in the ground at the end of the 
vault. They waited for bis return, but 
the evening passed away without bis re- 


appearing; and, on descending with 
lights, the Iriars found their brother 
stretched dead on the floor. Instantly, 


they prociaimed a miracle: but, on clo- 
ser inspection, they perceived that the de- 

ceased was attached to the eround by 
his garments, and were at no ee to dl- 
vine the manner of his death, Having 
stooped to put his kmite in the groaed, 
he had unconsciously transfixed — bis 
gown, in the dark: when.he ee 
to rise, he felt himself detained : and his 
mind being, at that moment, filled with 
all the stories which he bad heard about 
ghosts, he no doubt fancied that one of 
the dead was punishing bim for his temer- 
ity, was seized with horror, and died 
from fear.” 

That this story, whether true or apo- 
cryphal, is recorded ina manuscript pre- 
served in the brary at Paris, we presume 
not to deny: » but we have heard it refer- 
red to a city very remote from ‘Towouse. 

‘The scaling of Mont Peru, underta- 
ken and accomplished by M. Weaioads 
is given in the somewhat inflated Jan- 
euage of that enterprising naturalist + but 
the acer to the Pic du Midi of Paw is 
not, it should seem, less formidable. 

“This mountain is so high, aud so 
difficult to climb, that few persons have 
ventnred te resch the ton of the Peak. 
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The histonan De Thou makes mention 
of a seigneur of Candale, who, in 1582, 


commenced this undertaking: but, not- 
withstanding the ladders, grappling- 


hooks, ropes, and the furred cloak, with 
which he was provided, he did not at- 
tain the summit. A shepherd of the val- 
Jey of Aspe, without all these accommo- 
dations, animated and supported merely 
by his courage, set foot on the top ; and, 
following his exainple, M. Delfau has 
effected the same expedition. Itrom the 
village of Haux-bonnes, the route lies 
by Gabas, of which the environs furnish 
the finest firs of the Pyrénées. The 
base of the mountain is easily scaled, but, 
farther up, the road becomes so steep, 
that nothing but an extraordinary degree 
of courage can prevent any person from 
being petrified with dismay at this rapid 
ascent; and the more because the moun- 
taln, almostinsulated, forms only a single 
block, which rises to the height of fifteen 
hundred and fifty-seven toises. The 
summit is divided into two sharp spires, 
from which circumstance it las been eall- 
ed the Peak of the Tucan Sisters, The 
mountain is cut pe rpendicularly on three 
aides, whielt are inaccessible, the fourth 
alone, being practicable: but still the ad- 
venturer must have recourse to his knees, 
feet, and hands, in order to arrive at tlie 
top. MM. Delfaw’s narrative is little cal- 
culated to encourage future travellers to 
imitate his example. “di remained fix- 
ed,” says he, “to the same spout; FE was 
exhausted, and quite overcome with cold 
and fatigue; | walked barefooted for 
three hours; my stockings and spatter- 
dashes were in tatters; my body was 
bruised all over; 1 found myself almost 
destitute of clothes in a frozen atmos- 
phere; a chill pervaded my system, and 
my strength was giving way. What 
would T not, at this instant, have given 
that Thad never visited the Pyrénées ! 
but it was too lute. Allon a sudden, we 
heard the noise of a woop of Chamoats 
above our heads, Alarined at our ap: 
proach, these anumals ran ee this way 
and that, not knowin. how to shus 
one of them, which pare to he the 
leader of the !aad, advanced to recon- 
noitre us, and aterward appeared to con- 
gult with bis companions, En avy other 
situation, we should have contemplated 
this spectacle woth pleasure, but, for the 
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moment, I was exclusively occupied with 
the thoughts of my safety ; and, appre- 
hensive that these animals might, by 
rushing headlong, strike against us in the 
narrow passin which we were involved, 
I clung fast to the rock that I might not 
be tumbled down. At length the signal 
was given; they all sprang up with a 
loud noise; and I saw them dart like 
lightning into narrow paths and _preci- 
pices, the very sight of which made me 
shudder. Such was their fleetness that 
our eyes could scarcely follow them.” 

NM. Derpine deseribes the Fountain 
of Vaucluse at considerable length, and 
from the best authorities: but it is the 
theme of every traveller who has direct- 
ed his steps to the spot. 

«The finest spectacle, however, is re- 
served for the termination of the journey. 
[tis near Antraigues that we meet with 
the most beautiful colonnades, accompa- 
nied by the most curious collateral cir- 
cumsinuces. ‘The scene unfolds itself to 
view on the banks of the Volant, at the 
foot of the hill of La Coupe, and its plat- 
form presents a magnificent pavement, 
Nothing can be anore agrecable than to 
see a hill, in the form of a truncated 
cone, rising behind the colonnade: but 
the greatest curiosity of all is a current 
of lava, which, commencing at the top of 
the hill, descends to the basaltic cause- 
way, the prigins rising behind one an- 
other to form a junction with the current. 
Such ap appearance no longer permits us 
to doubt that the ecloniade has origin- 
ated in the lava of La Coupe. On the 
top of the mountain we still behold the 
crater which had ejected these volcanic: 
matters, and may even descend into it, 
In the midst of the puzzclanas and cal- 
cined lavas with which it is filled, has 
risen a grove of chesnut trees, prospering 
beyond all expectation, in a soil former- 
ly devoted to destruction and sterility.” 

Dauphiny, also, ig rich in grand and 
picturesque landscapes, ax well as in re- 
markeble nataral productions, The rock- 
crystals of that territory, in particular, 
have been long celebrated: but the ac- 
cess to some of the most valuable tines 
of this article, especially to that of the 
Grande Cristallicre, is described as both 
arduous and perilous; and the working 
ofits many and beautiful geodes has con- 
seuently ‘been abandoned, 
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The Fountain of Stros, or the Perpe- 
tual Torrent, is a most powerful and 
abundant spring, which constantly dis- 
charges 18 cubic feet of very limpid water. 

“ Between Haguenau and Wissem- 
bourg is a mine of asphaltus or black bi- 
tumen, which has been discovered in the 
Pechelbrunn, or Pitch-fountain, that 
flows from a meadow in the environs of 
Lampertslock. It ig a well, fifty feet 
deep, the surface covered with a black 
bitumen, which diffuses to a distance a 
disagreeable odour; its water, which is 
always dirty and muddy, contains muri- 
ate of soda, sulphate of iron, and sulphur. 
For a long time past, it has had the repu- 
tation of curing cutaneous eruptions ; 
and the peasants sometimes drink it as a 
preventive of disorders. A naturalist, 
who had the curiosity to eipty this well, 
with the view of ascertaining the source 
that furnishes the bitumen, found at the 
bottom only a bed of very pure yellow 
pyrites; which induced him to -conjec- 
ture that this bed furnishes, to the argil- 
laceous and. vegetable earths of which it 
is the support, a sulphuric acid, which, 
by mingling with them, forms the bitu- 
men of the well. ‘The oak-timber, taken 
from the well, is black and hard, like eb- 
ony ; and that which is at the bottom in- 


dicates an incipient transformation into 
agate. ‘The sand-beds, in a neighboue- | 
ing pit, are so impregnated with bitumen 
that the sand, like snow. may be formed 
into balls. Above the Pechelbrunn, a 
light has often been observed ; which, 
gradually increasing in lustre and dimen- 
sions, at length assumes the appearance 
of a pan of burning coals. When the 
air ig calm, the flame gradually diminish- 
es, and finally vanishes entirely ; but, 
when the wind blows fresh, the flame, 
yielding to the agitation of the air, darts 
above the meadow, and is driven either 
eastward, on the road, or westward, into 
a wood, where it is heard to strike forci- 
bly one tree after another. This fact is 
very extraordinary, and yet a naturalist, 
worthy of credit, has often witnessed it. 
The progressive motion of the flame 
greatly alarmed the neighbouring pea- 
sants, especially when they were obhged 
to pass near the apparition, which they 
called the [Hunter ; and which, accord- 
ing to tradition, was the ghost of an an- 
tient seigneur of that country, who expi- 
ated in this form his tyranny over his de- 
pendants, Such a tradition should be 
preserved among the scigneurs rather 
than among the peasants.” 
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